
Presenting Sponsor:



An Introduction to

Ali Abazeed, Chief Public Health Officer and Founding Director, City of Dearborn 
Jesse Anderson, Chief Financial Officer, Siwek Construction 
Dana Armenteros, Chief Executive Officer, The W Buchanan Group 
Lori Aronson, Vice President, Care Delivery Solutions, Blue Cross Blue Shield of Michigan 

Sharea Ayers, Director, Membership and Events, Black Leaders Detroit 
Mohamed Ayoub, Director, City Planning, City of Westland 
Erica Battle, Principal, George Johnson & Company 
Pierre Batton, Vice President, Global Philanthropy and Corporate Responsibility Lead, 
JPMorgan Chase & Co. 

Willie Bell, Founder and Chief Executive Officer, Family Assistance for Renaissance Men: FARM 
Erik Braun, Vice President, Major Gifts, Henry Ford Health 
Nicole Brown, Director, Strategic Partnerships, Detroit Future City 
Sherisse Butler, Senior Vice President and Executive Director, City Year Detroit 

Nicole Byrd, Managing Director, Detroit Horse Power 
Ashley Carter, Director, Michigan Justice Fund, Community Foundation for Southeast Michigan 
Jim Connarn, Senior Director, Marketing Opportunities, Detroit Regional Chamber 
Estrella (Star) Crawford, Senior Vice President, Market Executive - Detroit, Bank of America 

Shelley Danner, Program Director, Challenge Detroit 
Marsha Ennis, Director, Emerging Solutions and Sales Support, Health Plan Business Market 
Solutions, Blue Cross Blue Shield of Michigan 
Antuan Featherstone, Online MSW Program Manager, LEO Adjunct Lecturer, University of 
Michigan School of Social Work 
Christa Funk, Executive Director, Detroit Regional Dollars for Scholars 

Gillian Gainsley, Director, Strategic Business Planning, WTVS Detroit Public Television 
Darryl Gardner, Assistant Vice President for Student Success, Wayne State University 
Kelly Garrett, Campus Director, Baker College 
Mark Geary, Senior Director, Communications, Corewell Health 

Samuel Haberl, Vice President, Automotive, Our Next Energy 
Andrea Harp, Chief of Staff and Director of Culture and Community, Michigan Science Center 
Wytrice Harris, Senior Director, College Success and Partnerships, Detroit Regional Chamber 
Alia Harvey-Quinn, Executive Director, Force Detroit 

Alexandra Hathaway Tillman, Judicial Law Clerk, U.S. District Court
Zainab Hazimi, Attorney, Warner Norcross + Judd LLP 
Joel Howrani Heeres, Director, Community Resilience, Public Sector Consultants Inc. 
Margarita Hernandez, Vice President of Entrepreneurial Services, Ann Arbor SPARK 

Dan Horn, Director, Integrated Communications, Franco 
Alaina Jackson, Managing Director, Global Detroit 
Machion Jackson, Assistant Superintendent of Operations, Detroit Public Schools 
Community District 
Maggie Jackson, Manager, Marketing, Henry Ford Health 

Justin Jacobs, Founder and Owner, ComePlayDetroit 
Mia Jankowiak, Director, Communications and Public Affairs, Waste Management of Michigan 
Regina Jemison, Chief Operating Officer, Swift Energy Works 
Paul Jones, Director, Business Support Network Office, Invest Detroit
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Whitney Bunn Kutcher, Manager, Client Relations, Rockford Construction 
Maria LaLonde, Director, Investor Relations, Detroit Regional Partnership 
Fatima Majid, Manager, Talent Programs, LIFT 
Kara Martini, Director, Detroit Office, Barton Malow 

Krista McKinney-King, Director, Workforce Development, CTE, Adult Education, and Career 
Counseling, Wayne RESA 
Maria Mendez, Senior Small Business Accountant, Accounting Aid Society 
Erin Michon, Director, Operations, Ancor Automotive 
Kate Morland, Head of Exhibitions and Performances, The Henry Ford 

Erika Murray, Vice President, Educational Programs, Franklin-Wright Settlements 
Verne Perigord, Partner, PwC 
Jerome Record, Manager, Government Affairs, Wayne, Macomb and St. Clair Counties, 
Comcast Business 
Kimberly Reno, Chief Financial Officer and Chief Compliance Officer, Renaissance Venture 
Capital Fund 

John Rogers, Director, Investing With Impact, and Institutional Consultant, Graystone 
Consulting From Morgan Stanley  
Jessica Roy, Managing Director, Public Service, Accenture 
Robert Schumaker, Chief Financial Officer, Detroit Zoological Society
Simonne Searles, Human Resources and Operations Officer, The Skillman Foundation 

Jennifer Shumaker, Senior Director, Program Operations, CNS Healthcare 
Dean P. Simmer, Vice President, Engineering - Rocket Homes, Rocket Companies 
Alexis Smith-Scott, Attorney, Mergers and Acquisitions, Bodman PLC 
Tony Sorgi, Vice President, Plante Moran CRESA 

Marlo Staples, Senior Consultant, Guidehouse 
Erika Swilley, Vice President, Community and Social Responsibility, Pistons Sports and 
Entertainment 
Omari Taylor, Chief Advancement Officer, Life Remodeled 
Denise Thomas, Director, Campaigns and Major Gifts, College for Creative Studies, Taubman Center 

Pasquale Vignola, Director, Center for Excellence, The Guidance Center 
Brian Vosburg, Director, Brownfield Redevelopment, Detroit Economic Growth Corp. 
Sandra White, Vice President, Centers and Collaboration, PACE Southeast Michigan 
Terrence Williams, Executive Assistant to the Washtenaw County Administrator,  
Washtenaw County 

Tiffeny Jones, Administrative Director, Behavioral Health Services; Regional Director, 
Primary Care, North Market, Henry Ford Health 
Lindsay Joseph, Chief Financial Officer, MCHS Family of Services 
Lara Keathley, Executive Director, People and Culture, United Way for Southeastern Michigan 
Nolan Knight, Coordinator, Government Affairs, Magna International 

Megan Zambiasi, Chief Executive Officer, Vista Maria



Dear Leadership Detroit Class 44,

I am tremendously honored and excited to guide this 44th class of Leadership Detroit through another one-of-a-
kind program year.   

Your cohort will be embarking on a unique experience that takes you outside your comfort zone to challenge long-
held assumptions and embrace diverse perspectives on quality of life issues in the Detroit Region. 

Through carefully curated sessions throughout the year, your class will have an opportunity to better connect with 
each other, hear directly from experts across multiple sectors, and enhance the intangible skills that will help you and 
your classmates become more impactful leaders who will shape this Region’s future.

Your leadership journey begins here.     

Leadership Detroit was the ultimate 
opportunity for me to build 
relationships with and get to know 
in a real way the people I’ve known 
about, heard of, and never met – the 
people who are doing the work to 
move our Region.

Dana Williams 
Senior Manager,  

DTE Energy Foundation 
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It was a great benefit to learn from 
the diverse speakers we heard from 
during our various sessions. I found 
the opportunity to sit and listen was 
inspirational and helped recharge and 
re-center my focus in different areas 
of leadership.

Khadija Walker-Fobbs 
Chief Strategy Officer, 

Judson Center 
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Leadership Detroit empowered me to 
envision a brighter future for Detroit, 
fostered lifelong connections with 
inspiring professionals and thought 
leaders, and instilled in me the 
courage to embrace change and make 
a lasting impact. I’ll forever cherish the 
moments we shared and the growth we 
experienced together as a class.

Tai Tran
Assistant General Manager 

Detroit Athletic Club  
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Yours in leadership,

Devon O’Reilly
Senior Director, Community Engagement and Leadership Development 

Detroit Regional Chamber 


